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Lord North, for whom it must be stated I have 
little regard, proposed in February 1775 a motion “That 


if the Legislature of any of the American Colonies should . 


propose to make some provision for the common defence 
and also for the civil government of that province, and if 
such proposal shall be approved by the King and Parlia- 
ment, it would be proper to forbear, while such provision 
lasted, from levying or proposing any tax, duty, or assess- 
ment within the said Province”. If as arrant and obstinate 
a fool as my Lord North can propose such a motion even 
at this late stage, there is yet hope for reconciliation. 

Surely, fellow citizens of this great British Empire 
to which we all belong, it is not too late to make yet one 
more attempt to heal the grievous wounds that have been 
inflicted by both sides in this family quarrel. The wounds 
inflicted at Concord and Lexington and even the. great 
slaughter at Bunker’s Hill, where I am informed over 1,000 
casualties were inflicted on the King’s force of 2,200, can 
still be healed, given sufficient men of goodwill on both 
sides of this present tragedy. 

I am told that General Washington has over 
20,000 “Patriots” at his command, but every man knows 
that they are ill-disciplined and worse armed, for they are 
sadly lacking in powder and have little more than the 59 
pieces of ordnance that they captured at Fort Ticonderoga 
in May of last year, and even these are lacking shot. And 
although Generals Gage, Burgoyne and Howe have only 
a little over 10,000 men, these troops are well-disciplined 
and armed with all the necessaries of war. In addition there 
is a great fleet of transports on its way to the Colonies 
carrying a further 32,000 men from England and her 
German allies. 


Mr Franklin and the 
Earl of Chatham. 


Can it not be seen by His Majesty’s American 
subjects who are at present gathered in congress at Phila- 
delphia that the King’s arms are being restrained from 
following up victory at Bunker’s Hill in order to avoid 
the shedding of any more fraternal blood? I am certain 
that if the latest intelligences are correct and Sir William 
Howe did indeed evacuate the city of Boston at the. begin- 
ning of March this year, it was as much for humanitarian 
reasons as from military necessity. I would again warn the 
rebels and other misguided persons at present gathered at 
that city of the overwhelming force that is on its way from 
England. There is no power in the Colonies that can with- 
stand such a great concentration of armed might. Con- 
tinued resistance can lead only to further and useless blood- 
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America forced to drink tea 


by Paul Revere. 


letting between men who should be united against the com- 
mon enemy: France. 

There is lately come upon the scene a certain 
Mr Thomas Paine. With the pamphlet that he has entitled 
“Common Sense” and had published last winter, he seems 
to be trying to hammer even more members of society into 
rebellion against the King. I would point out to my more 
open-minded and honest fellow subjects that this same 
Mr Paine has twice been dismissed from his position as 
an Excise Officer in His Majesty’s service in England. The 
first dismissal was brought about by his dis-honest returns 
of Duties paid over to him in the course of his service; the 


second and final discharge was a result of his attempts to 
coerce the Government into paying higher wages to His 
Majesty’s Excisemen. One of his arguments at that time 
was that with more money in their pockets the customs 
officials would be more efficient in the collection of Taxes: 
an opinion that I would have thought hardly a recom- 
mendation to some of his present friends! He has gone to 
the American Colonies a bitter and wretched creature, 
who in order to flee his just desserts and indulge his love 
of strong liquor has abandoned his wife and family to 
poverty and starvation on the other side of the oceans. 
This is the sort of man that is urgingtyou to overthrow the 
legal and properly appointed Government of British 
America. 

It is rumoured here in London that there are 
men at Philadelphia attending the “Second Continental 
Congress” who are intent on declaring an independence 
from both King George and his Parliament, who wish to 
bring forth into the World a new and separate nation. Can 
these monstrous male midwives understand that even if 
they succeed in delivering such a puny and mewling infant 
it cannot last against the lawful and righteous wrath to come? 

It is rumoured that they demand (sic) that no 
troops shall be billeted upon them: why should the colonist 
be different from the householder in England at times of 
disorder? 

It is also rumoured that they will have no taxa- 
tion without representation: why should they be treated 


in a different manner from the way that many of us are. 


treated here in England? I would point out to these men 
that there are nigh on 100 Members of Parliament sitting 
at Westminster who have in effect been placed there by a 
friend or Patron only and not by a body of electors. Mr 
William Pitt, who is lately made Earl of Chatham, first 


came to the House of Commons as the member for the city 
of Old Sarum, which was the gift of his brother, and from 
which all the inhabitants (and therefore all possible voters) 
had left in medieval times! 
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Let me assure all true Americans that you have 
many and great men of goodwill here at home tirelessly 
working for our common weal. My Lord Chatham, in con- 
sultation with Mr Franklin, has attempted many times to 
bring His Majesty’s ministers to their senses: “Resistance 
to your Acts was necessary as it was just;.and your vain 
declarations of the omnipotence of Parliament and your 
imperious doctrines of the necessity of submission will be 
found equally incompetent to convince or to enslave your 
.” Mr Edmund Burke has 
rightly pointed out to Parliament that the voices that are 


fellow-subjects in America. . . 


the most loudly raised against “slavery” belong to the very 
men who practice slavery themselves and so hate it in their 
own persons. Mr Burke has informed us that almost every 
man who ts sent to the Congress in Philadelphia is a lawyer. 
I would remind these men of law that what they are debating 
in the Pennsylvania State House are motions that not only 
go against the very laws that they are pledged to uphold, 
but also against their lawful ruler, King George III. 


May I finally remind the men at Philadelphia 


that the views so loudly expressed by the extremists are in 


a minority: at most they represent no more than one third 
of the population of the Colonies of British America, and 


that in the long term they can have no expectation of suc- 


cess in their treasons. 


I would like to echo Mr Dickinson’s words of 
1768 in saying for my own part I pray “that these lines 
may be read with the same zeal for the happiness of British 


America, with which they were wrote”. 


I remain, sirs, with all sincerity your friend and 
9B) 


fellow Briton, ever hopeful that this present dreadful 


breach between brothers may be swiftly repaired, 
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